
So What?  The difference of the Resurrection
1 Cor 15

Introduction:
o Is there a “So what?” moment

o At this time, a lot of people are raising questions about the 

relevance of the church in the midst of COVID-19… some are 
pushing as far as to question the relevance of God or the Gospel

o For the Christian, the resurrection definitely deserves a ‘so what?’

o Lee Strobel, The Case for Christ… when he decided to debunk his 

wife’s newfound faith, he realized that he just needed to disprove
the resurrection and everything would unravel.  And he thought it
should be an easy task as the claim is that a well-known person 
who was dead came alive.

o As Pastor Peter mentioned on Easter, even the disciples when 

confronted with the wonderful news of the resurrection by the 
women who attended the tomb, thought it was nonsense… it 
didn’t make any sense in relation to their experience, 
understanding, and expectations

o If any event should call the follower of Jesus to search the 

significance, the resurrection calls for our attention as the climax 
of the passion narrative.

o Where to turn… lots of cool stories in the Gospels that call this 

mind… the two disciples on the road to Emmaus in Luke… the 
disciples fishing in the final chapter of John 

o As I was praying through the subject, I found myself reading 1 

Corinthians 15.  Paul spends the entire chapter, some 58 verses, 
unpacking the significance of the resurrection

o So, this morning, I want to unpack this chapter as we ask the 

question “So what?” regarding the difference of the resurrection.
o As is often a problem of mine, I found myself getting kind of 

excited and before I knew it, I had three sermons and now 
needed to trim it a bit.  So, I want you to keep your Bibles open 

with you as we will be moving through this chapter.  We’ll not go 
through all 58 verses in depth, but we are going to move through 
the entire chapter to capture Paul’s challenge to us to think 
seriously about the significance of the resurrection. 

o Let’s look at three “So What” aspects of the resurrection of Christ 

and see if we can come to a definitive ‘So What?’ for ourselves.

1. So what… are the details of the event? Read 1-11
a. Paul highlights the importance of the events (vv 1-2)

i. Fear and questions are moving in the 
congregation

ii. Need to focus on the reality of the hand of God
b. Paul testifies to the truthfulness of the events (vv. 3-8)

i. The Holy Spirit writing through Paul highlights 
the firmness of the foundation of our faith

ii. This event was not some out of the way, 
nobody knows about it, kind of reality.

iii. Sources outside of Scripture*
c. Paul explains his response (vv. 9-11)

i. Paul states that all of his actions have been in 
response to this reality

ii. For Paul, the resurrection changed everything 
(but we’ll touch on that some more later)

2. So what… are the dynamics of our experience? Read 12-19
a. Paul highlights a number of problems if there is no 

resurrection… If Christ has not been raised:
i. Our preaching is in vain (v 14)

ii. Your faith is in vain (v. 14)
iii. We are false witnesses about God (v. 15)
iv. Your faith is futile--you are still in your sins (v. 17)
v. Those who died in Christ have perished (v. 18)



vi. We are to be pitied above all (v. 19)
b. Indeed, there is no hope if this is not truth… 
c. John Piper in sermon “Six Gifts of the Resurrection” he 

preached on Easter in 1991, he restates these negatives 
into 5 positive statements in light of the reality that the 
resurrection is true—as Christ has been raised:

i. We are forgiven for our sins
ii. Our faith is well-founded

iii. The apostles preach what is true
iv. We are to be envied
v. Those who have fallen asleep are alive

d. Indeed, there is GREAT HOPE… I love the image that we 
are to be envied for the hope we have!

e. Illustration:  COVID-19… have you encountered any fear…
anyone in need of hope

3. So what… are the demands on our existence?
a. Understand the fulness of the ‘firstfruits’ of our hope (vs 

20)
b. Submit to the reign of Christ (vv. 25-28)

i. The reign of Jesus is not some future kingdom.
ii. Notice the phrasing of vs 25… Until

iii. We are called to move under his direction and 
reign

iv. Verse occurs in Hebrews 2 as well
c. Take risk for the sake of the kingdom of God (vv. 30-34)

i. Willing to risk anything… the ‘wild beasts’ is an 
allusion to death in the arena; yet, Paul says he 
could face such a thing (and other believers had)

ii. Insanity of God, Nik Ripken, highlights the 
churches thriving in the midst of persecution

iii. Note the second element, to stop sinning and be 
cautious of who you identify as your ‘company’ 

1. Doesn’t mean we don’t associate, 
minister, or engage with those who are 
not followers of Jesus

2. Does mean don’t bring them into your 
company so that they influence and guide
your steps in life

d. Live fully in the hope that changes everything (vv. 50-57)
i. We have an assured hope… (Peter will call it a 

reserved inheritance… a secure salvation)
ii. It is not dependent on our abilities, but Christ’s 

work… God’s faithfulness… God’s strength
iii. It transforms even how we see death
iv. Petra song, “Grave Robber” I want at my funeral.
v. Are you living like you believe it?

vi. Illustration:  John Wesley**
e. Give fully to the work of the Lord (v. 58)

i. The climax… we get to the ‘so what’ of our ‘so  
whats’

ii. Stand firm
1. Word literally means “be seated”
2. Figuratively, it means to be steadfast, to 

be fixed (morally); 
3. Think of the progression in Psalm one of 

walking with… standing with… being 
seated with…

4. To be seated in a belief is to come to the 
conclusion that there is nothing else for 
which you should look… you are certain 
and will sit in this place

5. Your faith is reasonable… it is grounded 
in truth and there is nowhere else to go

iii. Let nothing move you



1. Literally, this word is an adverb meaning 
“immoveable”

2. Referring to the place in which you have 
now seated yourself… do not be swayed 
from that position of truth

iv. Give yourselves fully—always
1. One of the more cool words:  ‘to be over 

and above’…
a. To excel
b. To make abound
c. To be in excess
d. To superabound! (in quality and/

or quantity)
e. This is our approach to serving 

God… there is no ‘too much’ in 
light of what God has done for 
us… the resurrection blows away 
any boundaries or limits we could
set on serving God

2. Note the adverb of duration:  always
a. At all times; every time
b. This perspective is to ever be our 

point of view…
c. To always ‘superabound’ for the 

work and direction of our Lord!
3. The Shema… love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, soul, and strength
a. Heart—all your intent, thought, 

conscious
b. Soul—all your being and life
c. Strength—muchness… the 

greatest degree possible
v. This is not in vain!

1. Play off of the what would have been 
vain if there is no resurrection in 12-19

2. Know here is based on experiential 
knowledge… what have we experienced
—the resurrected Lord!

3. This is what truly has substance—is not 
meaningless

4. Truly, only this work has eternal impact.
5. How are you doing?

Conclusion:
o So what?  We’ve walked through 1 Corinthians 15…

o Been reminded of the details of the events of the 

resurrection
o Been reminded of the dynamics of our experience of the 

resurrection
o Been challenged by the decisions of our existence in light 

of the resurrection
o So What?

o In the midst of COVID-19, the temptation is to hibernate… to 

withdraw (we can’t go out of our house)… 
o Yet, how are you striving for the work of the Lord even in this 

moment?
o Linzay:  “Easter Sunday:  He is risen, indeed!  Easter Monday:  He 

is risen, in deed!”
o I’m hearing some cool stories

o Posting on social media

o Engaging issues/ providing aid

o Homework:

o Pray

o Act

o Encourage

o So what difference does the resurrection make… 



o All the difference in the world.

*Sources outside of Scripture:
Historians often request two sources of evidence when piecing together 
histories, yet we have an astounding forty-two sources within one 
hundred and fifty years of Jesus’ resurrection that support accounts of 
Jesus (Habermas & Licona, 2004).

o 20 early Christian writers; 9 non-Christian sources

o Nine secular non-Christian sources: Josephus (Jewish historian), 

Tacitus (Roman historian), Pliny the Younger (Roman politician), 
Phlegon (freed slave who wrote histories), Lucian (Greek satirist), 
Celsus (Roman philosopher and anti-Christian polemicist), Mara 
Bar-Serapion (prisoner awaiting execution), Suetonius, and 
Thallus.  A summary of their observations:

o Considered Jesus virtuous

o Miracles were associated with his name

o Disciples didn’t abandon his teaching

o Followers were punished

o Disciples risked their lives for his sake

o Earthquakes and eclipse on the day of his execution

**Sunday, January 25, 1736

Wesley is on board a ship bound for America and observes the Moravians 
in the midst of life-threatening storms.

At seven I went to the Germans. I had long before observed the great 

seriousness of their behaviour. Of their humility they had given a 

continual proof, by performing those servile offices for the other 

passengers, which none of the English would undertake; for which they 

desired, and would receive no pay, saying, “it was good for their proud 

hearts,” and “their loving Saviour had done more for them.” And every 

day had given them occasion of showing a meekness which no injury 

could move. If they were pushed, struck, or thrown down, they rose again

and went away; but no complaint was found in their mouth. There was 

now an opportunity of trying whether they were delivered from the Spirit

of fear, as well as from that of pride, anger, and revenge. In the midst of 

the psalm wherewith their service began, the sea broke over, split the 

main-sail in pieces, covered the ship, and poured in between the decks, as

if the great deep had already swallowed us up. A terrible screaming began

among the English. The Germans calmly sung on. I asked one of them 

afterwards, “Was you not afraid?” He answered, “I thank God, no.” I 

asked, “But were not your women and children afraid?” He replied, 

mildly, “No; our women and children are not afraid to die.”

From them I went to their crying, trembling neighbours, and pointed out 

to them the difference in the hour of trial, between him that feareth God,

and him that feareth him not. At twelve the wind fell. This was the most 

glorious day which I have hitherto seen.
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